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CAROL  WOODS  NEWS 
POTTERS AT CAROL WOODS 

 Clay means many different 

things to the Carol Woods 

potters. For some, clay is a prime 

element of life: so to work it, to 

shape it, to feel it, brings a 

healing touch. For others, a 

sheet of clay is like a blank 

canvas just calling for something new to be created. 

Still others view it as the material for making 

something functional—a dish or bowl for themselves 

or a friend. Probably our love for clay is influenced by 

all of the above.  

 The pottery studio (open from 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 

p.m. each day) contains two wheels, a slab roller, a 

state of the art kiln, a variety of tools, and recycled 

clay. We have glazes we share; others were purchased 

for individual projects. On Thursday afternoons we 

work together, sharing ideas or helping new potters. 

Occasionally our group takes trips to see other 

potters’ work, or we invite career potters to lead 

workshops on new processes. We’ve also offered 

workshops on basic techniques for interested 

residents.  

 We potters enjoy hearing the comments of our 

neighbors when we display at resident art shows. Last 

fall, in honor of the Carol Woods 30th anniversary, we 

contributed a triptych composed of more than ninety 

textured and glazed pieces. (It is currently displayed 

along the corridor between Building 1 and the dining 

room.) This was a group project we enjoyed planning 

and making together over many months, and we were 

delighted it pleased so many people.  

 Our pottery studio is part of the larger crafts 

building which offers many hands-on creative 

possibilities. We like to think we’re a family of folks 

who enjoy working with our hands, exploring new 

ideas, and sharing our skills with others. 

Janie Freeman and Jeanne Madigan 


